Quantitative analysis of microvasculature of rat pancreas transplants in acute rejection.
The changes of the microvasculature of rat pancreas transplants during acute rejection were investigated and quantitatively analyzed. The vessels in pancreas transplants increased in caliber and decreased in density during acute rejection. These changes were marked in the exocrine pancreas, especially in central zones, whereas changes in islets were mild. These results indicate that the early deterioration of exocrine function is closely related to vascular destruction.